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form. It was mainly through the efforts of such happy,
go-lucky spirits that the gorge was spanned ultimately.
Meiggs himself appeared to bear a charmed life, for he
haunted the fated gorge day and night. But the awful
experience seriously undermined his health, his constitu-
tion was wrecked, and he was changed into an old man.
Still he clung tenaciously to his enterprise* The gorge
crossed5 he found himself among the wildest fastnesses of
the Andes* The mountains became steeper, the interven-
ing gulches deeper and more difficult to cross. Landslides
were of such frequent occurrence that they might well have
struck terror into his heart. Yet he fought his way for-
ward. Blasting became heavier and heavier, wide sweep-
ing curves more frequent, the ascent steeper and steeper,
and tunnelling through projecting spurs more frequent.
In these upper reaches the trains play a gigantic game
of hide-and-seek, darting in and out among the labyrinth
of tunnels. In a distance of 50 miles he had to drive his
path through no less than 57 of these obstructions, while
altogether there are 65 tunnels in the 138 miles of the
railway's length. The line doubles and redoubles upon
itself in the most bewildering manner in order to gain
points on the mountain-sides. In the course of u miles
between Matucana and Tamboraque this scaling by means
of the zigzag was exceedingly heavy. Standing at the
latter station and looking down, one can see tier after tier
of the gleaming metals, until they are lost to sight far
below.
Five  miles  beyond   Tamboraque  another  remarkable:
achievement had to be accomplished.   The line tunnels a
peak, to emerge upon the brink of a drop into the river
below as straight as a brick wall.   On the opposite side
is another towering pinnacle*   To span the* gulf a heavy
bridge was necessary,   It is called InfiernHlo Bridge, and,
never was a name more fittingly bestowed*   Its erection
by false work or scaffolding" was out of the question, a$ in
this region not a tree exists*   It had to be built out from;
the sides, the men being suspended in cradles and loops